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(54) METHOD OF PROCESSING CARBON NANOTUBES 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method of processing carbon nanotubes which 
involves no remaining impurities. 

SOLUTION: The method of processing carbon nanotubes is characterized in that carbon 
nanotubes are irradiated with energy rays having energy of less than 120 keV. In other words, it 
is thought that, in a method in which carbon nanotubes are irradiated with an electron beam 
accelerated by a voltage of greater than 300 kV, carbon atoms consisting of carbon nanotubes 
are independently ejected by the electrons irradiated, producing defects, and making them 
amorphous, and that under irradiation with energy rays having energy of less than 120 keV, 
electrons irradiated, which cannot eject carbon atoms consisting of carbon nanotubes, are 
captured by and accumulated in a structure comprising carbon atoms consisting of_carbon 
nanotubes, consequently, ruptured sites of the order of nanometers arise after breaking of 
chemical bonds by stress arisen locally by heat generation or the like caused by concentration 
of electrical charge or the like. 
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